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This course explores the dynamic interplay between Eastern and Western
philosophical traditions, focusing on comparative analysis and constructive dialogue.
Students will examine key concepts, methods, and thinkers from both traditions, with
special attention to the foundations of comparative philosophy and East-West dialogue
laid by Martin Heidegger in his explorations of Daoist philosophy. Topics include
Heidegger’s notion of “enframing” and the overcoming of metaphysics; the
contributions of Western phenomenology to the analysis of Eastern thought, with an
emphasis on Daoist thought; examinations of methods of comparative philosophy; and
explorations of truth as informed by fundamental cultural values. Through close
readings of primary texts and critical discussions, the course investigates how
comparative philosophy challenges, complements, and enriches East-West dialogue.
Additional themes may include metaphysics, ethics, and the critique of modernity
from cross-cultural perspectives. By engaging with thinkers like Heidegger, Laozi,
and Zhuangzi, students will develop a deeper understanding of philosophical diversity
and the potential for transcultural dialogue. No prior background in Eastern or
Western philosophy is required, but an openness to interdisciplinary and comparative
thinking is encouraged.
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Received PhD in History of Religions at the University of Chicago. Taught at George
Washington University and Boston University before taking current position in the
School of Philosophy at Beijing Normal University in 2016. Primary research focus
on Chinese philosophy, specialize in Daoist philosophy. Secondary research focus on
comparative philosophy with emphasis on Martin Heidegger and phenomenology.
Tertiary research focus on shamanism with emphasis on ancient and early Chinese
shamanism and emphasis on contemporary shamanism theory. Recent book
publications: Philosophical Enactment and Bodily Cultivation in Early Daoism: In the
Matrix of the Daodejing (Bloomsbury 2019) and In the Shadows of the Dao: Laozi,
the Sage, and the Daodejing (State University of New York Press, 2016). Recent
article publications include: “On the Fiercely Debated Questions of a Chinese
Metaphysics and a Tradition of Early Daoism: Western and Chinese Perspectives on
the Daodejing and Huang-Lao Daoism” (Religions, 2023); “The Philosophy of Time
in the Daodejing: From the Perspective of Heshang Gong’s Huang-Lao Daoism”
(Dao: A Journal of Comparative Philosophy, 2024)
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This course offers an introduction to the fundamental concepts of artificial
intelligence (Al) aimed at students with no prior technical background. Students
will explore the history of Al, key components such as software algorithms,
compute infrastructure, and data, as well as current applications in various fields
like computer vision, robotics, and autonomous systems. The course will also dive
into ethical and societal implications, the potential future of AI, and the
philosophical questions surrounding Al and human intelligence. Through project-
based learning and group discussions, students will gain a basic understanding of
Al's capabilities and its role in shaping the future.
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In numerous fields such as health, economics, finance, social sciences, and behavioral
sciences, a central and critically important research question is how to identify and
verify causal relationships between variables. Clarifying causal relationships not only
deepens our understanding of the mechanisms underlying various phenomena but also
effectively guides policy-making, clinical decisions, and the implementation of social
interventions.

This course aims to provide a comprehensive introduction to the foundational theories
and cutting-edge methods in the field of causal inference, with a focus on how to draw
valid and practically meaningful causal conclusions from both observational and
experimental data. Students will systematically learn fundamental concepts in causal
inference, such as the counterfactual framework, potential outcomes theory, and causal
graphical models. In addition, the course will delve into modern statistical methods
and graphical tools, including matching methods, propensity score analysis,
instrumental variable techniques, mediation analysis, structural equation modeling,
and advanced machine learning methods for causal inference.

This is a mathematics course on the theory and methods of functional analysis for the
modeling and analysis of systems. Topics include vector spaces, normed linear and
Hilbert spaces, linear operators, optimization of functionals, and duality, nonlinear
systems. After learning this lecture series, students will understand the fundamental
applications of operator theory in some realistic problems arising in engineering and
biology etc.
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Deadly Infectious Diseases and the Turning Points of
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Genes, Brain, and Behavior: Unlocking the Molecular
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